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NAME(S) OF STRUCTUREISl f E SOURDOUGh! MOUNTAIN LOOKOUT DATE OF SITE ID. NO. 
CBui Zding) CONSTRUCTION 

S ITE  ADDRESSlLOCAf ION On Sourdough Mountain, e levat ion 5997 1933 

feet ,  5 mites fmm trailhead a t  EubZo 
ADDITION(S) 

i 
DISTRICT COUNTY STATE CROSS IxFEFtENCE NOCA Btdg. XI226 /I-5 
Skagit 

DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 
OWNERlADMlN ADDRESS 

DYES 
flat ionaz Park Service (SPECIFY THREAT) o ~ 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  .UNKNOWN 

DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTlON DATE(S), CURRENT USE ORIGINAL USE 
PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATERIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, IMPORTANT 
BUILDERS.ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC. Vacant Firewatch/Zoo kout 
Cabin. Wood frame s e t  on rock foundation; square (14 '3'414 '3"); c. 

5 bays wide; 1-story; shiplap siding; wood-shingled hip roof; of f -center  door on east with wood panel and glass door. 
Exterior features include 2/2 hinged sash on each facade; plywood hinged shut ters  with diagonal bracing. 

The U.S. Forest Service erected f i r e  lookouts as  part of t h e i r  f i r e  protection system for the  forests.  Most of the lookouts 
were b u i l t  between 1920-1935. W . W . I I  brought a perceived threat  from across the Pacific and t k i s  led t o  the manning o f  
some lookouts a s  part of the  mi l i tary  ' s  Aircraf t  Warning System. Af ter  the war, aerial  surveillance and other technological 
advances rendered the  old lookouts obsolete. Many were t o m  down i n  the  2960s. The f i r s t  lookout on t h i s  mountain was 
erected i n  1917 by Glee Davis (early upper Skagit Valley resident) .  He hand-split shakes and siding a t  h i s  homestead a t  
Cedar Bar and packed the materials up the  mountain with horses. His father-in-law was the  f i r s t  lookout (Campbell), The 
structure was about 10' x 10' with a 6 '  x 6 '  cupola. The present lookout was erected by the CCC's i n  1933, repZacing 
Davis' building. This lookout i s  no longer used on a regular basis.  I t  i s  a popular destination for day hikers.  A new 
roof was ins ta l led  i n  1980. 

PUBLIC YES. L4MITED YES, UNLIMITED 0 NR OHABS l L C S  OSTATE ULOCAL 
ACCESSIBILITY 0 NO UNKNOWN D N H L  ONPS ~ C ~ U N T Y  DOTHER 

LOCATED IN AN 0 YES II NO 
HISTORIC DISTRICT? 0 NAME 

CONDITION 0 EXCELLENT FAIR 0 RUINS 
GoOD DETERIORATED 

- -  ------ - 
SIGNIFICANCE Eligible  under Nat. Reg. Criterion A: for i t s  association with USFS stewardship of National Forests, and under 
Criterion C: as an eample  o f  a d i s t i n c t  type o f  construction and architectural expression. Of the 43 lookouts erected by 
the USFS i n  $he M t .  Baker National Forest since 1915, only three are extant within NOCA. This i s  a good example of the type 
o f  structure designed by the USFS i n  the  19308 for t h e i r  f i re  protection system, and Sourdough Lookout i s  the s i t e  o f  the 
f i r s t  such structure t o  be b u i l t  i n  the North Cascades. I t  possesses i n t egr i t y  of location, design, se t t ing ,  materials, 
workmans hip, fee l ing, and association, 



S AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION 

NEGATIVE NO. ~ ~ 3 8 - 6 - 1 2 ;  NOCA photo HABSIHAER QUALITY DYES =NO 

REFERENCES FiZe 

EngZebright, Lois W. "From a Mountain Lookout, the View is Superbt: Skagit Alpine CZub BuZZetin, January-December 1965. 
Spring, Ira and B. Fish. Lookouts-Firewatchers of the Cascades and OZympics, 1981. 
Thompson, E d n .  History Basic Data, 1970. 

I 
D A T E  S m e r  1984 INVENTORIED BY Gretchen Luxenberg AFFILIATION NPS 


